
The Native Plants of Reed’s Landing 
Prepared by: Wendolyn Hill and Mike Baczewski, AOLCP 

The native plants of Reed’s Landing were selected for their ecological and functional attributes as detailed below.  Please note there are 
many other natives that could have been deployed for use in this project.  If homeowners are interested in pursuing a similar scope of work 
on their property, we encourage them to have soil testing performed as well as a site analysis of their property as soil and site data may 
inform a different selection of native plants. This due diligence is important to select the appropriate native plants, ensure those native plants 
can establish successfully, remain resilient and be enjoyed for years to come!
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Native Grasses / Rushes
17 Big Buestem Andropogon 

gerardi
Summer 
Fall

Charming native grass found in fields and along 
roadsides. Ideal for employment where erosion 
control is needed due to its robust and expansive 
root system that can extend down 10FT+ into 
otherwise depauperate soils. 

This native grass not only achieves soil 
stabilization especially when planted in masses 
as used at Reed’s Landing but provides forage 
for birds and wildlife. 

Mature heights of 4FT + offer habitat coverage for 
wildlife into the winter and nice fall color even into 
winter. 

We give this native grass a high sustainability 
rating for its ability to thrive once established in 
dry conditions.



12 Little Bluestem Schizachyrium 
scoparium

Late 
summer

Another quintessential New England native grass 
found plentiful along roadsides and in fields. A 
host plant for certain butterflies and moths with 
incredible late season bronze color that becomes 
even more elevated in the depths of winter when 
contrasted against snow. 

At Reed’s Landing, Little Bluestem was 
intentionally planted with Butterfly Weed to create 
density of habitat.  Both tolerate low fertility and 
dry soils so they make appropriate companions.

3 Path Rush Juncus tenuis Summer The native plants chosen for the interior of the 
depression at Reed’s Landing are different than 
those found up-grade and that is purposeful.  
Path Rush was introduced to the interior basin 
where stormwater will collect, be retained, and 
allowed to filter back into the groundwater. Path 
Rush can tolerate these transitions of inundation 
from stormwater to dryer conditions and still 
thrive.  Its salt tolerance is another admirable 
attribute. 

Reaching a mature height of under 12” this rush 
was sited in between larger perennials to ensure 
adequate air flow is possible while also providing 
habitat density by way of a lower ground layer. 

Look closely for clusters of wind pollinated 
flowers in mid-summer.

Native Perennials



3 Blue Vervain Verbena 
hastata

Summer 
Fall

Home is moist fields and disturbed areas; Blue 
Vervain was added to the rain garden for its water 
retentive attributes and stunning purple flowers 
that attract pollinators from summer into autumn. 

13 Blue Flag Iris Iris Versicolor Spring 
Summer

Stunning when planted in masses as done at 
Reed’s Landing, Blue Flag Iris is a native iris not 
to be confused with the non-native Iris Siberica. 

Hummingbirds and other pollinators are attracted 
to its flowers.  This native can pay gardeners 
“dividends” in years to come because it can be 
divided and used elsewhere in the landscape as 
is the plan in this project – it doesn’t get more 
sustainable than that! 

Ideal for the base of a rain garden as it can within 
being submerged in water.

3 Swamp 
milkweed

Asclepias 
incarnata

Summer This butterfly host plant is perfect for the base of 
the Reed’s Landing rain garden. If you see foliage 
rolled up later in the summer and caterpillars 
eating leaf material don’t worry – that is exactly 
why we planted it – hence a “host” for the next 
generation of butterflies. Actually recent field 
studies indicate that female monarchs prefer to 
lay their eggs on Swamp Milkweed over many 
other types. 



10 Butterfly Weed Asclepias 
tuberosa

Summer A pollinator magnet.  Visited by bees, butterflies, 
flies, and many other pollinators. Planted up 
slope where soil conditions are drier.  We hope 
this native will spread and flourish on the hillside 
in subsequent years, paired alongside Little 
Bluestem.

Native Shrubs

5 Red Osier 
Dogwood

Cornus 
sericea

Spring The only cultivar selected for this project, 
“Bailey Red Osier Dogwood” will retain its 
initial siting in the landscape and not spread 
as does the straight species.  Both produce 
vibrant red stems on new growth. Those red 
stems are enjoyed for their aesthetic beauty 
well into the winter months. 

A great addition to the rain garden because 
of its ability to thrive in wet soil.  Produces a 
vibrancy of ecological value and interest all 
year long.

1 Witch hazel Hamamelis 
virginiana

Fall Selected for its ability to provide a late 
season nectar source reaching well into 
November and even early December in 
some years, common Witch Hazel thrives in 
our area. 

Foliage density for bird habitat and beautiful 
fall color.



3 Northern 
Bayberry

Myrica 
pensylvanica

Fall Northern Bayberry provides a plentiful 
offering of berries for birds and other wildlife 
well into winter.  At Reed’s Landing we 
planted three just outside of the rain garden 
were the soil is drier. This planting will create 
a waystation of berries and also, to provide a 
density of habitat for birds as the plantings 
mature over the years. 

Perfect for our coastal area and requiring 
otherwise low maintenance, Northern 
Bayberry just like the other shrubs selected 
will be strategically pruned to ensure they do 
not obstruct the water view that passersby 
enjoy so much! 

1 Sweet Pepper 
Bush

Clethra 
alnifolia

Late 
summer

Found prevalent along the banks of our 
rivers and ponds, Sweet Pepper Bush is a 
great choice for a rain garden. 

White flowers bloom in mid to late summer 
and are beloved by many different 
pollinators.


