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







 





 




 
















  




 
















- 

 

 

 
- 

 





 
 

































































 





 

 



 


 









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























 





 




 
















  




 
















- 

 

 

 
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
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































































 





 

 



 


 










- 

 
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Letter from the President
On the Occasion of the Land Trust’s 50th Anniversary
They had a vision, our Founders, and we and future 

generations are its beneficiaries; as are the land itself  and 
the creatures who inhabit it.  

They envisioned that Lyme need not meet the 
fate of  the rampant and uncontrolled devel-
opment some had fled, and that all could see 
too close at hand.  
 They envisioned that Lyme could 
retain its quiet, rural and scenic character; 
and that farms, colonial homes and 
woodlands could continue to dot our 
beautiful country roads. 

To realize their vision, they incorpo-
rated the Lyme Land Conservation Trust in 
1966 and held their first meeting of  members 
in 1967.  

Their idea was that the Land Trust would be a vehicle 
for receiving donations of  land and conservation ease-
ments from citizens who wished to preserve forever the 
unique character of  their properties. And so it was in the 
Land Trust’s early days. 

Later, another generation of  Land Trust Board mem-
bers realized that this model would not be sufficient to pre-
serve Lyme’s character.  

They became proactive in identifying properties 
with conservation values and in raising the 

funds required to purchase them. The pace 
of  preservation increased dramatically.  
This year, we celebrate our Fiftieth Anni-
versary secure in the knowledge that, 
thanks to its many volunteer Board mem-
bers and to the generosity of  our citizens, 
the Land Trust has become one of  the 

most successful preservation forces in Con-
necticut, and that the Founders’ vision for 

our beloved Town has been realized.  
It is up to all of  us, the current stewards of  the 

Founders’ vision, to ensure that it remains that way. 
 
John Pritchard 
President 
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





























































































184535 Newsletter.indd   3 8/16/17   3:31 PM





 












 






















 







 




 




 
 




  

 


 


 









 






 






 






 



  
 













  
 






 

 

 

 
-

 

 
















 

  





  

 











 

 



 

 
































 
 






 









• 


• 
• 





• 


•  





















 
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










 






















 







 




 




 
 




  

 


 


 









 






 






 






 



  
 













  
 






 

 

 

 
-

 

 
















 

  





  

 











 

 



 

 





















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The 5th annual Tour de Lyme was an unqualifi ed success. 

One major reason was the weather. Those of us who plan the event fret 

about the weather in the weeks and days leading up to the big day. It 

seemed most days it rained; then we endured blistering hot temperatures 

that would have been a challenge for the riders. And then, on Sunday May 

21, we awoke to a glorious spring day.

Another reason for its success was the hard work of volunteers. 

Planning the event is in the hands of a few people; implementing those 

plans rests with 60 enthusiastic volunteers. They do everything from 

managing the orderly parking of hundreds of cars, checking in over 700 

riders, and offering them water, drinks and fruits at four rest stops out on 

the routes. Others help with the picnic at Ashlawn and then, at the end, 

take everything down and clean up.

Another factor is the invaluable presence of Lyme’s Emergency 

Response volunteers who are at the ready in case they are needed. This 

year, we were the fortunate recipients of a grant from Pfi zer Inc. Several 

of their committed employees put in hours of work retrieving hundreds 

of fl ags used throughout the miles of mountain bike trails and the various 

route direction signs out on the highways. 

We would be remiss if we did not acknowledge with thanks the 

residents and motorists in the six towns we ride through for their courtesy, 

patience and good humor as hundreds of cyclists dominate the roads for a 

few hours.

Last, but certainly not least, we thank the enthusiastic riders who 

supported Tour de Lyme. Many return year after year to ride in this great 

event, coming from six states and over 100 Connecticut towns.

Tour de Lyme is a wonderful way for us to showcase 50 years of land 

conservation, to support those who choose to get outside and enjoy what 

nature has to offer, and to encourage others to join them.

George Moore, Tour de Lyme organizer
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



  
 






  

 




 

 



 


 












 

 
  






 







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
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

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 

 
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
 



 
 
 



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
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
 

 



 



















 

 
 







































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 

 





 







 


 

  




 

 
 



 



 
 
 





















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

 



















 

 
 





































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